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CURRENT STATISTICS 

Fires to-date: 30 

Hectares burned: 236 

Human-caused: 30 

Lightning-caused: 0 

BANS AND PROHIBITIONS 

Campfire: No Ban 

Category 2:  No Ban  

Category 3: Patrial  

Forest Use Restrictions:  No Ban 

Prohibitions section of bcwildfire.ca for full 

details.  
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Fire Centre Update 
Welcome to the first issue of the 2021 Cariboo Fire Centre External News-
letter. Our aim is to provide a bi-weekly update to all of our partners, to help 
you stay informed and up to date on what is happening throughout our fire 
centre. We will also be including a number of articles relating to wildfire op-
erations, management, prevention and predictive services in order to pro-
vide insight into the complex world of the BC Wildfire Service.   

When BC Wildfire Service personnel and crews are not fighting wildfires, they 

are engaged in various other activities, including planning and conducting 

wildfire prevention projects. 

This spring, our staff have successfully completed six prescribed burns with a 
total of 341 hectares that were burned. Many of these have been 
partnerships with other fire departments, governments or First Nations, 
including the Williams Lake and Clinton Fire Department, Yunesit’in First 
Nations, BC Parks, and the Recs and Trails branch. Prescribed fire is an 
effective tool for reducing fire hazards by decreasing the amount of fuel 
loads (e.g. combustible material such as un-derbrush, dead wood, and 
accumulated fine fuels) on the landscape. The size and intensity of 
prescribed burns are carefully planned and controlled to meet land 
management objectives. Prescribed burns are only lit when weather 
conditions and fire conditions are suitable for low to moderate in-tensity 
fires, and to meet the objectives set in the burn plan. These con-trolled 
burns can rejuvenate grasslands and prevent tree encroachment.   

As of May 4, all of the seasonal staff members have returned to work. 

Crews are getting prepared for fire season by doing small group training ses-

sions, connecting online, and maintaining their physical fitness. Fire centre 

and zone support staff have been keeping busy with regular training, and fire 

season preparation. 
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Wildfire risk is the likelihood of a fire occurring from either human or 

natural causes, the predicted fire behaviour and the associated social 

and economic impacts. There are several ecological factors which are 

beyond our control that play a role in assessing wildfire risk including 

weather,  topographic influence, drought levels, fuel dryness, and fuel 

availability. However, wildfire risk can be reduced in our communities 

with responsible fire use and wildfire prevention. 

BC Wildfire Service has dedicated staff who analyze forecast data from 260 weather stations across the 

province. The weather stations send reports on an hourly basis and are supplemented by information from 

other agencies. The hourly observations support fire weather forecasting and the Canadian Forest Fire 

Danger Rating System (CFFDRS). The CFFDRS is one of the primary fire management decision aids in Canada. 

With it, fire managers can assess wildfire risk including the potential for ignition, spread, and burning 

intensity. The information is then used for making fire prevention, preparedness, and suppression decisions. 

Although fire is a natural and essential ecological process which allows ecosystems to diversify, recycle 

nutrients and regenerate growth, it can be threatening to our developments and infrastructure when it 

encroaches on the wildland-urban interface (WUI). The WUI is the area where homes and other human 

developments meet or are intermixed with wildland fire fuels. By choosing to extend our communities, 

resource developments and recreational pursuits into forested areas, we become more exposed to the 

danger of wildfire.  

Living where wildfires can occur puts your home at risk, but it’s possible to reduce the potential impacts 

from these natural events. Begin your preparedness journey by reviewing the Wildfire Preparedness Guide. 

The guide will help you prepare your household, protect your property, and understand what to do if a 

wildfire is close to your community. FireSmart is another great resource that can provide tips and 

information on the specific actions that can help reduce wildfire risk around your home. 

Don’t wait until it’s too late. Take part in decreasing wildfire risk in your neighbourhood. 
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Behind the Scenes with a Fire Weather Forecaster 

In 2003 B.C. experienced one of the worst wildfire 

seasons in recorded history, and Jesse Ellis was in 

the centre of it all working at a warehouse in Barri-

ere, B.C. That season, and a subsequent stint on an 

initial attack crew, changed the direction of Ellis’ life 

as he switched from studying geology to atmos-

pheric science to pursue a career with wildfire.  

As one of four staff 

weather forecasters 

working for BC Wildfire 

Service, Ellis plays a key 

role behind the scenes. 

Much of his job comes 

down to making de-

tailed and scientific in-

formation relevant to 

crews on the ground.  

He compiles infor-

mation from maps, computer software, data from 

airports and weather stations to guide work on the 

fire line or when planning prescribed burns.  

“We pull a huge volume of information and sift 

through it, qualify it and then present it in a way 

that is hopefully adds value for our field staff trying 

to make difficult decisions on a tight timeline.” 

He said his time in the field in the past helps him be 

a better forecaster.  

“After I get out in the field, reacquaint myself with 

the crews on the ground, kick the dirt and use a 

drip torch then I feel that my work is even better 

when I return to the office. It reminds me and re-

freshes me on what the key goals are or the critical 

information or what could be a distraction.”  

Three key factors drive that fire weather forecasting 

are wind, relative humidity and atmospheric stability. 

All three can be difficult to predict but can have huge 

affects on fire behaviour, making them an ongoing fo-

cus throughout the fire season.  

In the spring and fall, when most prescribed burns 

take place, a key factor in planning  is smoke minimi-

zation in smoke sensitive areas such as nearby high-

way corridors or communities. Closer to the date of 

the burn Ellis will forecast the weather to run calcula-

tions on fuel moisture.  

“That way we can determine whether the fuel mois-

ture is likely to come into prescription, which means 

that it’s within a range that it burns hot enough, but 

not too hot, so it achieves the objectives of the burn.” 

On that day Ellis will provide a spot forecast, which 

provides field staff with information such as wind 

speed and direction, relative humidity throughout the 

day, temperature, and cloud cover.  

“It gives field staff the confidence that there is not 

likely to be a weather event come up over the hill and 

surprise them.”  

Ellis can provide similar information to crews on wild-

fires as needed throughout the fire season. His work 

can be used to make predictions on how much a fire 

may grow, which can inform evacuation considera-

tions, and provides information for implementing ad-

visories and warnings. At the end of the day, Ellis said 

his satisfaction comes from being able to provide ac-

curate and timely information to crews.  

“My favourite part of my job is knowing that I’m doing 

the best I can to keep our staff safe and to do our 

work in a cost-effective way.” 

Jesse Ellis - BC Wildfire Ser-

vice Fire Weather Forecaster 
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Want to get the latest information on wildfires in 

British Columbia? There’s an app for that! 

The official BC Wildfire Service mobile app is the 

most convenient way to stay connected with BC 

Wildfire Service. With the touch of a finger, users 

can access: 

• an interactive wildfire map, 

• latest news from the BC Wildfire Service  

Twitter feed, 

• advisories on bans and prohibitions, area re-

strictions, and evacuation orders and alerts, 

• statistical wildfire data, 

• weather data, and more. 

Users can select multiple map layers and enable 

push notifications to get the know on wildfire info. 

Notifications can be toggled on or off for the latest 

news.  

Another feature allows users to set up to three ar-

eas for which they would like to receive notifica-

tions on. The “Near Me” function of the app re-

quires permission to use a mobile device’s location 

services. Once permission is granted, users can 

find wildfire details for up to 50 kilometres near 

their current location. 

The information available on the app is pulled from 

multiple data sources and updates at different in-

tervals. The active fires on the wildfire map update 

Don’t Worry, be App-y! 

every two hours on the half hour. For example, 

08:30, 10:30, 12:30 and so on. The evacuation or-

der and alert data is updated by the custodian 

when information from the local authority, such as 

Regional Districts, is received. All other non-

wildfire data provided on the map is updated by 

the custodians of that data. Once that data is up-

dated by the custodians it is reflected on the map. 

The mobile app is one of the many proactive initia-

tives that BC Wildfire Service has undertaken to 

give member of the public, media and stakehold-

ers access to timely, consistent, accurate wildfire 

information. 
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The app is available for Apple (IOS) and Android 

devices and is free to download in the App Store 

and Google Play.  

Apple (IOS): https://apps.apple.com/us/app/bc-

wildfire-service/id1477675008?ls=1 

Android: https://play.google.com/store/apps/

details?id=ca.bc.gov.WildfireInformation&hl=en 
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We would like to remind the public that there is a 

Category 3 open fire prohibition for the 100 Mile 

Forest District. This includes: 

•any fires larger than two meters high by three me-

ters wide;

•three or more concurrently burning piles no larger 
than two meters high by three meters wide;

•burning of one or more windrows; and

•burning of stubble or grass over an area greater 
than 0.2 hectares. 

If you are located outside of the 100 Mile Forest 

District and are doing any back yard burning, make 

sure that you have the appropriate burn registra-

tion. You can obtain one by calling 1 888 797-1717. 

Prior to conducting burning you must check the 

local weather and venting conditions. Venting 

needs to be “good” the day you burn and “good to 

fair” the following day. Be aware of the windy con-

ditions as they can carry sparks outside of the fuel 

break, so consider postponing your burning activi-

ties until a calmer day. Make sure that you have 

enough people, water, and hand tools available to 

prevent the fire from escaping and carefully moni-

tor your fire until it is completely extinguished, and 

the ashes are cold to the touch.   

You can determine if you are located within the 
prohibition area by going to the B.C. Wildfire 
Dashboard or here.

Open Fires 
Today will be see warmer temperatures with rain 

developing overnight. Tomorrow a cold front will 

move through giving light rain and shoers through-

out the fire centre. Temperatures will be in the 

mid to high teens. Thursday there will be isolated 

showers and temperatures will be in the upper 

tends.  
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New Mobile App Now Available 
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The official BC Wildfire Service mobile app is now available, providing near real-time 

wildfire information and an interactive map that users can customize to display a va-

riety of fire related data. It is free to download in the App Store and Google Play. 

For further details about the BC Wildfire Service mobile app, refer to the online refer-

ence guide: http://ow.ly/dZkr30qDdfM . 

FireSmart BC  
To effectively reduce wildfire risk, it is important that the public gain a better under-

standing of what it means to be FireSmart. Check out FireSmart BC’s amazing re-

sources online. 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/firesmartbc/  

Twitter: https://twitter.com/BCFireSmart  

Website: FireSmartBC.ca 

LiveIt  
The BC Wildfire Service has partnered with LiveIt for #FireSmart Week! Re-live this 

amazing event and check out their website to learn about forest ecology and how to 

increase the resiliency of your home in the event of a wildfire.  

https://www.liveit.earth/firesmart-week  

Interactive Map Updated Symbology 
On April 15, 2020, the BC Wildfire Service made changes to how wildfire information 

is displayed on the Public Interactive BC Wildfire Dashboard. Fires will now be dis-

played on the map by their stage of control.  

Interactive Map Reference Guide. 

Interactive Map. 




